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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The reason for the tiltle 

Family culture is a system of family values imbued with specific 

standards that regulates the relationship among family members as well as 

the relationship between the family and the society and reflects the nature 

of the typical family forms for communities, peoples, ethnic groups and 

different regions. Family culture is formed and developed through a long 

history of family life and tied to the conditions of certain socio-economic 

development and natural environment.  

Hoa Binh is the most populated and oldest residential unit of Muong 

ethnic minority. They have created the precious cultural values in the 

treasure of national cultural heritages. These cultural values have been 

much concerned by researchers. Besides, in the integration context of 

market economy today, the construction of family culture in Hoa Binh also 

raises a number of complex issues. It is the expression of downfall in moral, 

lifestyles and the overturning of disciplines as well as gender inequality in 

the family. Thus, we chose the tiltle "Family culture of Muong ethnic 

people in Hoa Binh" for our Doctoral Dissertation. 

2. Purpose and tasks of the study 

2.1. Purpose of the study 

Based on the survey, field investigation and collection of published 

sources, the Dissertation mainly describes, analyzes and clarifies both 

traditional and modern family culture of Muong ethnic people to affirm the 

good factors that are very pervasive in local culture. The dissertation also 

points out the characteristics and the changes of family culture of Muong 

ethnic people in the hope of preserving and promoting good values for the 

new rural construction in the period of industrialization, modernization and 

integration.  
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2.2. Tasks of the study 

Collecting materials related to the tiltle; determining the theoretical 

premise to guide the implementation of the dissertation; describing and 

finding out the basic characteristics of the traditional family culture; 

analyzing and evaluating the status of family culture changes; predicting the 

existence and changes in the family culture; proposing solutions to the 

formulation and development of family culture of Muong ethnic minority in 

the integration period. 

3. Objects and scope of the study 

3.1. Objects of the study 

Family culture of Muong ethnic minority is expressed in the following 

aspects: concepts of the family; behavioral culture; education and rituals in 

the family. 

3.2. Scope of the study 

- Spatial areas: 4 large villages: Kim Boi (Muong Dong), Tan Lac 

(Muong Bi), Cao Phong (Muong Vang), Lac Son (Muong Thang). 

- Time: The dissertation focuses on traditional family culture of 

Muong ethnic minority in Hoa Binh province before 1986 (before the 

economic reform era in our country). The study of the transformation of 

family culture of Muong ethnic minority in Hoa Binh province has been 

identified from 1986 to now. 

4. Research methods 

Based on interdisciplinary research perspective of Cultural Studies - 

Ethnology - Sociology, the dissertation applies specific methods: Structure 

Study, Ethnological fieldwork; Sociological Investigation; Comparison. 

5. New contributions of the dissertation 

- This is an in-depth research on the family culture of Muong ethnic 

minority in Hoa Binh province under the perspective of cultural studies; It adds 

fieldwork materials and relatively specific description of the family culture of 

Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh province from the past to the present. 
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- From the the research results, the authors gives predictions on the 

trends in family culture and raises a number of issues relating to the 

conservation and promotion of values in family culture of Muong ethnic 

people in Hoa Binh province. 

- The Dissertation will be a reference source for teachers, students of 

cultural studies, ethnography, anthropology and scientists who are 

interested in family culture of Muong ethnic minority 

6. Layout of the Dissertation 

Apart from Introduction and Conclusion, the Dissertation consists of 4 

chapters: 

Chapter 1: An overview of theoretical basis and general information 

on Muong ethnic minority. 

Chapter 2: Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh 

Chapter 3: Changes of traditional family culture of Muong ethnic 

people in Hoa Binh. 

Chapter 4: Factors leading to the formation  and changes of traditional 

family culture of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh and the most concerned 

issues nowadays. 

                                                                       

Chapter 1 

AN OVERVIEW OF THEORETICAL BASIS AND GENENRAL 

INFORMATION ON MUONG ETHNIC MINORITY 

 

1.1. An overview of the issues relating to the tiltle 

1.1.1.  The common researches on culture of Muong ethnic people 

- There are many researches on this issue. From the published works, 

culture of Muong ethnic minority has been explored and typical values of 

tangible and intangible culture have been analyzed to confirm the need to 

preserve the essence; at the same time, these works also show the inadequacies 

that must be removed. We can refer to the following studies: Muong ethnic 

people in Tan Lac, Hoa Binh province written by Nguyen Thi Thanh Nga and 
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Nguyen Ngoc Thanh (2003); traditional cultural identities of Muong ethnic 

minority and current trends (through surveys on culture Muong ethnic people 

in Hoa Binh (2008)… These works contain the valuable and meaningful 

ethnographic resources which are important and necessary for anyone who are 

interested in the researches of Muong ethnic people.  

- In addition to the studies of Ethnology, Culturology related directly 

to the Dissertation, other aspects of culture of Muong ethnic people such as: 

calendar, beliefs, worshiping custom, festivals, folk songs, proverbs, fairy 

tales, mo traditions in funeral rituals, roles of mo in the life of Muong ethnic 

people, values and trends of changes in some aspects of culture of Muong 

ethnic people in the process of urbanization, namely:  stilts, custumes and 

customs of Muong ethnic people….are also studied. This is a material 

resource for us to compare traditional culture of Muong ethnic people with 

the current changes.   

1.1.2. Reasearches on family culture of Muong ethnic people 

1.1.2.1. The overall researches on family culture of Muong ethnic 

people 

Up to now, there are only some thesises and articles of some authors 

such as Dang Trong Nghia; Doan Dinh Lam; Thanh Truc ... on family 

culture of Muong ethnic people. 

This is a few of material resources related to the tiltle. Besides, there are 

some researches on traditional marriage rituals. However, the authors only 

hadsurveys and described some characteristics of traditional family culture of 

Muong ethnic people. They did not study the changes and pointed out the causes 

leading to the changes of this issue.  

1.1.2.2. Researches on specific components of family culture of Muong 

ethnic people 

- In  terms of marriage rituals, Nguyen Ngoc Thanh published some 

researches such as: About traditional weddings of Muong ethnic people 

(1991), Marriage rituals of Muong ethnic people in Kim Boi district, Hoa 

Binh province (1995), childbirth and child nurture of Muong ethnic people 
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in Thanh Son district, Phu Tho province (1997)…These documents are very 

important and meaningful to the Dissertation.  

- In terms of other family rituals, there are some researches, namely: 

Traditional funerals of Muong ethnic people (Bui Huy Vong, 2010); Some 

ancient customs of Dinh Van family name (Dinh Van An, 2010), mo tradition of 

Muong ethnic people (Dang Van Lung, Bui Thien, Bui Van Loi, 1996)…These 

are in-depth studies on traditional customs of Muong ethnic people, especially 

life cycle rituals (similarities and differences between Muong ethnic people in 

Hoa Binh and those in other provinces)  

From the studies cited above, we realize that there has not been a study 

that has a systematic approach on family culture of Muong ethnic people 

and its changes as well as the causes leading to the changes in the modern 

social life in Hoa Binh province. 

1.2. Theoretical basis on family culture and main theories 

1.2.1. Basic concepts and structure of family culture  

1.2.1.1. Basic concepts 

- Family: is a social group formed on the basis of relations of marriage, 

nurture and parentage. They tie together and share emotion, economic 

problems, responsibility and benefits. The family is recognized anfd 

protected.   

- Family culture: A system consists of values and special norms. It 

regulates the relationship among family members and relationships between 

the family and the society. It reflects the nature of specific family forms in 

different communities, peoples, ethnic groups and areas. It is established 

and experienced a long history of family life. It is associated with the 

certain conditions of socio-economic development and natural environment. 

- Traditional family culture: A concept is calculated by the time. 

Before 1986, family culture of Muong ethnic people had some changes but 

maintained traditional identities. So it is considered as traditional family 

culture. Since 1986, family culture of Muong ethnic people has experienced 

strong changes and hasn’t kept traditional identities as before.  
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- Cultural change: a process influenced by objective and subjective 

factors. From that, a system of values, truths, standards and goals agreed by 

the human will change by the time. 

1.2.1.2. Structure of family culture 

Structure of family culture consists of the following components: 

Concepts on family; Cultural behavior in the family; Education in the 

family, Family rituals. 

1.2.2.  Basic theories 

- Structural-functional theory: was initiated by G. Spencer and E. 

Durkheim in the context of European society in the early twentieth century. 

It is considered as an important tool in socio-cultural approach. 

- Cultural exchange and acculturation: is a culturl positioning method 

based on the theory of cultural pervasion. It is also called the theory of 

cultural diffusion. 

1.3. An overview of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh 

1.3.1. Residential units  

Hoa Binh province has 210 communes/wards/towns belonging to 10 

districts and 1 provincial city. It consists of 67 communes with special 

difficulties, 60 mountainous communes and 23 communes belonging to 

Hoa Binh lake zone. A total natural area is 4.662.5 km² in which forest land 

area accounts for more than 51%. Muong ethnic minority ranks fouth (after 

Viet, Tay and Thai) in population among Vietnam’s 54 ethnicities At 

present, Muong ethnic minority has an estimated population of 479.197 that 

makes up 63,3 % of the total population in Hoa Binh.   

1.3.2. History of ethnic minorities 

Muong ethnic people call themselves Mol (or Mon, Moan, Mual) and 

have close realtionship with Viet group. Hoa Binh has always been considered 

as the cradle of Muong ethnic people in Vietnam. There also presents the rich 

cultural life of Muong ethnic people imbued with national identity. 
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1.3.3. Econocmic life 

The natural environment has created an opportunity for Muong ethnic 

people to live mainly on rice cultivation. Irrigation techniques, especially 

small irrigation (digging ditches to get water), have been developed. 

Handicrafts have been not separated from agriculture and handicraft 

products are mainly used in daily life. Underdeveloped trade with very few 

markets leads to the shortage of commodity economy. 

1.3.4. Social organizations 

During the feudal regime in Vietnam, Muong ethnic people lived under 

the rules of a clan-type system of “lang” (headman). Lang Cun is considered 

the king of Muong ethnic people. Although each “muong” has a few 

distinctions, but the clan-type system of lang has an unified organizational 

structure with common control for the whole Muong ethnic minority. 

1.3.5. Cultural characteristics 

Hoa Binh is a land with a long tradition of history and culture tied to the 

cause of building and defending the Fatherland of Vietnam; it is the cradle of 

famous prehistoric culture – “Hoa Binh culture”- with over 70 archaeological 

caves. Cultural characteristics of Muong ethnic people are presented in houses, 

costumes, music; folk beliefs; worshipping rituals in family and traditional 

festivals… 

Conclusion of chapter 1 

Together with the basic theories of culture and family culture, Theory 

of structure-function, cultural exchange and acculturation …are also 

presented in the Dissertation to study traditional and modern family culture 

as well as relationship between Viet and Thai groups.  

Muong ethnic minority has a long history of settlement in Hoa Binh. 

They have kept a rich system of traditional culture that reflects the socio-

economic life of Muong ethnic people and is also a valuable material 

resource related to the historical origin, the development process and the 

struggle to preserve national identity. 
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Chapter 2 

TRADITIONAL FAMILY CULTURE OF MUONG ETHNIC 

PEOPLE IN HOA BINH 

 

2.1. The cultural expressions of the traditional family culture of 

Muong ethnic minority in Hoa Binh 

2.2.1. Muong ethnic people’s traditional concepts on family  

- Multigenerational family with many people sharing a house is 

considered as a happy family with emotional ties (in a warm living 

environment).  

- In a patriarchal family where the father/husband’s role is promoted, 

paternalism is evident in the relationship among family members.  

2.1.2. Behaviors among members in a traditional family 

2.1.2.1. Behaviors between parents and children 

- Behaviors between parents and sons/daughters 

The relationship between parents and sons/daughters in the family 

are relatively equal. But in terms of emotion and obligations and like the 

Kinh’s famil in which: sons/daughters must love, respect, obey and take 

care of their parents; parents always guide their sons/daughters to behave 

in the family, the community; parents have to take care sons/daughers 

until they get married; sons/daughters have to support and care their old 

parents.  

- Behaviors between parents and sons-in law/daughters-in law 

Muong ethnic people regard daughters in law as daughters, thus 

daughters are treated as equally as daughters. The same thing is also done 

with sons in law.  However, for daughter in law and sons in law, there are 

some taboos as follows: a son in law is not allowed to have meals with his 

wife’s aunt, uncle, sistes; a daughter in law is not allowed to have meals 

with her husband’s parents. 

2.1.2.2. Behaviors between wife and husband 

In the traditional society of Muong ethnic people, women hardly have 

any major power in the family. The husband shares the cooking with his 
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wife. A husband is always a main chef meanwhile a wife just does the 

subtasks. 

2.1.2.3. Behavors among brothers and sisters 

Behaviors among siblings are always concerned. If parents pass away, 

the oldest brother has reponsibilty of help his younger brothers and sisters 

in their marriage. 

2.1.2.4. Behavors among the parentage 

In the traditional society, each muong (residential unit) has two 

family strata: the aristocratic class (Lang or headman) and the common 

class (peasants). Now, parentages are gradually strengthening their blood 

relationships and the chief of the parentage is very important. 

2.1.3. Education in traditional family of Muong ethnic people 

2.1.3.1. Forms of family education 

Muong ethnic people let children choose their career. Muong ethnic 

people educate their children by visual forms. They hardly scold or punish 

by a rod but often use folk songs and proverbs, which are easy to 

rememeber and understand, to educate the children.  

2.1.3.2. Roles of members in family education 

The father plays an important role in family education. Together with the 

father, the mother educates their children through specific tasks. Supporting 

parents in educating their children are siblings of the family. 

2.1.4. Rituals in traditional family of Muong ethnic people 

In terms of rituals in traditional family of Muong ethnic people, there 

are many differences between the aristocratic class (lang or headman) and 

the common class (peasants). Ceremonies of the former are often more 

lavish than those of the latter. In all the “muong”, when lang or headman 

hold the ceremonies, peasants not only have material contributions as a 

general rule but also serve very hard. 

 2.1.4.1. Mariage rituals 

For Muong ethnic people in the past, a marriage has experienced many 

stages with complex rituals which waste much money. Traditional wedding 
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rituals are carried out in sequence: Choosing a matchmaker (chọn mờ); making 

a proposal for marriage (kháo thiếng); making a betrothal (Lễ hỏi nhỏ); 

engagement ceremony (lễ ăn hỏi chính thức, còn gọi là lễ đôi gà);  Making 

wedding appointment (lễ hỏi cưới); wedding ceremony (Ti cháu). 

The major difference between the wedding of the rich and that of the poor 

is the quantity as well as the quality of the challenged gifts and wedding parties. 

In many families, the wedding of a son is more important than that of a 

daughter. The oldest son’s wedding of a rich family or a chief one is much 

more important.   

2.1.4.2. Funeral rituals 

Traditional funerals are carried out in sequence: informing the death and 

presenting the signs of the funeral; shrouding; performing the funeral 

procedures including Đạp ma ceremony, Tống trùng ceremony, Tấy dây 

ceremony (or kẹ ceremony), nhập quan ceremony (putting the death into 

the coffin; tế nhà xe ceremony, and finally Chôn cất ceremony (burial 

practices)  

2.1.4.3. Other rituals in the family 

- Ancestor worship (or ghost worship): The custom of Muong ethnic 

people has got many distinctive characteristics compared with that of Kinh 

people.  For the the worshiping anniversary, the Kinh chooses the date of 

the dead people as the worshiping anniversary while the Muong chooses the 

burial day.    

- Chang Wang worship: The two men are worshiped in the most 

solemn position in stilt houses (over the first front window of the stilt 

house) 

- Khong Dol worship: Khong Dol is worshiped in most of families. 

Muong ethnic people consider Khong Dol as the God of their crops as well 

as the protector of families.  

- - Kitchen King worship (Kitchen construction ceremony): Muong 

ethnic people believe that with this ritual, the homeowners will be lucky 

when they come to live in a new house because their kitchen will be warm 

and well-off.  
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- The Earth God worship: This is a God who protects the whole land 

of the family. The worshiping ceremony takes place once a month or once 

three months.  

- New Rice Ritual: The ceremony takes place with expressions of 

thankfulness for ancestors and the Jade for the bumper crop and wish a 

better crop in the coming time as well as good health and peaceful life for 

the whole family.  

- House freshening ceremony: This ritual aims at wishing happiness, 

fortune and peace for the whole family in the New Year. 

- Village midwife thanking ceremony: This ritual taken place after a 

week of the childbirth is to wish the mother and the newborn baby healthy.   

- The elderly’s health praying ceremony: Muong ethnic people often 

celebrate this ritualto pray for the health of the elderly in the family. 

2.2. Characteristics of traditional family culture of Muong ethnic 

people in Hoa Binh 

2.2.1. The diversity of traditional family culture 

2.2.1.1.Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh 

in comparison with that of Muong ethnic people in other provinces 

The rituals of worship, funerals and marriages of Muong ethnic 

people in some areas such as Ky Phu commune, Nho Quan district, Ninh 

Binh;  Tan Long commune, Yen Lap district, Phu Tho; Thai village, Muong 

Thai commune, Phu Yen district, Son La…are compared in the study.   

- Worship rituals 

Worship rituals are publicly done. The objects worshipped by Muong 

ethnic people are diversified, for example: Chang Wang worship 

(worshipping the the God who protects the labor safety of Muong ethnic 

people); Khong Dol worship (worshipping the God who protects the crops 

of Muong ethnic people)…Especially, Reng (the God of Jealousy) is 

worshipped in some areas)  

- Marriage rituals 

The betrothal ceremony (drinking wine): The bride’s family receives 

the groom’s offerings including one bottle of rice wine, a package of 
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chicken meat or a package of grilled/fried carp which is carefully packed, 

some areca nuts and betel leaves and six boiled duck eggs which presents 

six words “Kiên (creating the new things), Trừ (removing the backward 

things), Mãn (the brilliant development of the new things), Bình (making 

everything peaceful), Sinh (living well), Lão (becoming older and older)  

The engagement ceremony: Muong ethnic people pay much attention 

to the number of participants, gender, and the quantity of wedding offerings 

in the hope of wishing their offsprings happy and lucky.  

- Funeral rituals 

There exist some differences of funerals of Muong ethnic people in 

Hoa Binh from those in other areas such as the rites covered with many 

cumbersome procedures in a long time…Especially, Muong ethnic people 

in Hoa Binh cry mournfully in the funerals of their in-law family members. 

It is considered as a unique cultural characteristic clearly expressing the 

harmonious in-law relationship.  

2.2.1.2. Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people among 

different areas in Hoa Binh province 

The author compares traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people 

in the four large muong : Kim Boi (Muong Dong), Tan Lac (Muong Bi), Cao 

Phong (Muong Vang), Lac Son (Muong Thang) 

- Marriage rituals 

Love force: Love force was so popular in the past time. Parents and 

relatives’ backward practices had led to child marriages.  

Wedding challenge: It is a cumbrous custom existing for a long time. The 

wedding challenged gifts depend on each parentage. Apart from conveying the 

offerings to the bride’s family, the groom’s family has to prepare rice, meat, 

wine…to hold a wedding with the full participation of paternal and maternal 

relavtives.  

- Funeral rituals 

Muong ethnic people in different areas in Hoa Binh have the similar 

worldviews and outlooks as well as funeral rituals. However, they have some 
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differences in rites and taboos. In addition to the common rituals, namely: Đạp 

ma ceremony, kẹ ceremony, cắt chỉ ceremony, 100 day ceremony, 3 year 

ceremony…, Muong ethnic people in Lac Son district have Clá hơi ceremony 

which will be taken place if the dead’s life partner is still alive.  

- Worshipping rituals 

Altars of the Muong family are very diverse. In the districts of Cao 

Phong, Tan Lac, Muong ethnic people place the altars in differenct places with 

their own notions of beliefs. 

2.2.2. Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people is 

influenced by cultural exchange and acculturation 

2.2.2.1. Muong ethnic people have perceived cultural exchange and 

acculturation from Kinh people 

In the context of the overall development of the society, peoples have 

many opportunities of exchanges. The Muong have received new cultural 

factors of marriage, funerals, religions… from the Kinh.  

2.2.2.2. Muong ethnic people have perceived cultural exchange and 

acculturation from other ehnic minorities 

Due to the geographical conditions, Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh 

have received some certain influences of Thai culture (Mai Chau) expressed 

in costumes, ancestor worship... 

2.2.3. Culural differentiation between aristocrats and commoners 

2.2.3.1. Concepts on family 

In the families of Muong ethnic people, aristocrats or commoners live 

in patriarchal families. Traditionally, there exist the two basic types: big 

family and small family. The former is of aristocrats and the latter is of 

commoners. Looking forward a big family is an ideal thing that commoners 

perveived from aristocrats.  

2.2.3.2. Concepts on marriage 

Sons of common families are not allowed to get married with 

daughters of aristocratic families who are only permitted to be the life 

partners of son of aristocratic families (the same class) in other areas. Sons 
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of aristocratic families can love and get married with daughters of common 

families who, however, must be the concubine or second wife. The wedding 

of an aristocratic family with many complicated procedures is often more 

luxury than that of a common family.  

2.2.3.3. Concepts on children’s education 

Like an aristocratic family, a common family educates children 

through visual forms. However, educational methods of an aristocratic 

family is often more rigorous and methodical than that of a common family. 

2.2.3.4. Concepts on funerals 

In the past time, there were big differences of scale, worshipping 

offerings, practices, time....between funerals of an aristocratic family and 

those of a common family. At present, the aristocratic class (lang or 

headman) doest not exist any more, so the differences are also forgotten by 

Muong ethnic people. 

Conclusion of chapter 2 

Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people contains unique 

identities those are expressed specifically in: Traditional culture and 

production practices, cuisine, costumes, housing, language, customs of 

childbirth, beliefs. The unique cultural characteristics formulated from 

many rituals of funeral and marriages have shown the people’s manner of 

behaviors to the nature as well as the community and reflected thoughts, 

feelings and traditional thinking of Muong ethnic people. Family rituals 

covered with its own characteristics to distinguish the Muong ethnic 

minority with other ethnic minorities have created the diversity of Vietnam 

culture.  Culture of Muong ethnic people has been interacted in cultural 

exchanges with some nearby ethnic groups. The impact, which had 

experienced a long-standing historical existence for thousands of years, has 

been expressed clearly in the aspects of material and spiritual culture. There 

exists a differentiation between tradional family culture of aristocratic 

families and that of common families. 
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Chapter 3 

CHANGES OF TRADITIONAL FAMILY CULTURE OF MUONG 

ETHNIC PEOPLE IN HOA BINH 

 

3.1. Expressions of changes 

3.1.1. Changes of concepts on family 

The clan-type system of “lang” (headmen or aristocrats) was eliminated 

after the success of August Revolution in Vietnam. That also led to the 

elimination of the differentiation between family culture of aristocrats and 

that of commoners. Now, the study of changes of family culture of Muong 

ethnic people only focuses on general values kept by traditional families.  

- Concepts on family: Muong ethnic people dislike having many 

childen anymore and they hope their children well-educated.  This is a 

positive change in the concept of childbirth in accordance with the 

campaign to build a new life in the countryside. 

- Concepts on the roles of family members: in the family, paternalism 

of the man is gradually replaced by the equality. The role and position of 

each family member are highly respected in accordance with their working 

capacity. The inequality between males and females is gradually being 

removed. 

3.1.2. Changes in behaviors among family members 

3.1.2.1. Changes in behaviors between parents and children 

- Behaviors between parents and children: the relationship between 

parents and children is not much affected. The children take care and obey 

parents’ advices. Parents always educate their children how to behave in the 

family and community. But in marrige, parents only proposes some 

suggestions, not handle all as before.    

- Behaviors between parents and sons in-law/daughter in-law: At 

present, a daughter in law plays a more important role in the family with 

more contributions and supports to her husband’s family. Some taboos, 

namely: sons in-law are not allowed to share meals with his wife’s uncles, 

aunts,, sisters and brothers......is also eliminated.  
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3.1.2.2. Behaviors between wives and husbands 

Today, Muong women are highly respected and equally behaved in the 

family. The man in the family respects, cares and helps his wife and shares 

housework burden. Besides, women participate in the social activities. They 

live independently and make financial contributions to the family. Even in 

some households of Muong ethnic people, the wife plays a key role. 

3.1.2.3. Behaviors among the parentage 

The parentage organizations of Muong ethnic people is not tight.  

People belonging a parentage don’t have common meetings and worship 

rituals. However, all the members of a parentage  will support money and 

rice if any event takes place. They also will share the common burden 

relating  both material and mental issues if a family has to cope with 

challenges.     

3.1.3. Changes in family education 

3.1.3.1. Educational forms in the family 

Nowadays, parents are often interested in earning a living, so children’t 

education depends on grandparents and teachers at school. The trend of 

specializing educational functions of the school are becoming apparent. It is 

neither popular nor special. 

3.1.3.2. Roles of members in family education 

Due to the impact of market economy, the husbands often go abroad for 

earning their living, so children’s education become the main duties of the 

wives with the support of grandparents. Some families of Muong ethnic people 

living near an industrial zone are keen on economic issues and children’s 

education depends on grandparents. 

3.1.3.3. Impacts f family and parentage on family education 

The role of parentage still impacts on children’s education of Muong 

ethnic people in Hoa Binh, however it is not as serious as before. When 

children seriously violate the principles of behaviors, parents often educate 

them at home without the parentage’s involvement. The role of the 

parentage has declined in family education. 
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3.1.4. Changes in family rituals 

3.1.4.1. Changes in concepts and rituals of marriage 

- Changes in concepts and standard of marriage: Nowadays, marriage 

of Muong ethnic people is made in accordance with the law to ensure rights 

and duties for men and women. 

-Changes in rituals of marriage:  Rituals are often less burdensome than 

before; and many backward rituals are eliminated.  

- Changes in wedding offerings: betel leaves, areca nuts, wine are 

offered instead of buffaloes, cows, silver coins…  

- Changes in costumes: National costumes are gradually changed. 

Thus, attendants of a wedding are also wearing in a modern style. 

- Changes in parties and gifts of the wedding: The party is more lavish 

than before. And attendants drink beer and strong wine instead of “ruou can”. 

3.1.4.2. Changes in funerals 

-  Changes in cognitive thinking: Previously, funerals of Muong ethnic 

people in Hoa Binh occurred sequentially and were extended. Now, ceremonies 

s are taken place within 24 hours and offerings are also simpler. 

-  Changes in “mo nights and rituals: in general, funeral rituals of 

Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh are changed in a positive direction. 

People can avoid wasting time and money.  

3.1.4.3. Other rituals: In addition to the most solemn altar for 

worshipping ancestors, other altars are also placed in or in front of the 

house. The expression of religious beliefs, especially agricultural beliefs of 

Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh province is not intact as before. Many 

traditions have been only kept in the memories of old people. 

3.2. Trend of changes 

3.2.1. Trends of equality and democracy in family behavior culture 

- The relationship between family members, especially between 

husband and wife are more equal. Women in the family are more and more 

respected. However, this is the cause of conflicts of family relations related 

to the problems of children's education, doing housework or taking part in 

social activities. 
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- Relations between parents and children is more democratic nowadays 

because of intellectual development and knowledge approach. Thereby, 

children are increasingly active in critical decisions concerning their career, 

marriage and lifestyle. However, equality and democracy are creating the 

gap of lifestyles among generations. 

- Relations among the parentage are more democratic and practical. 

When favorable conditions are created for the development of household 

economy, relations among families and parentages are supported together. 

Along with economic issue, other issues relating to spiritual and cultural 

issues... will also be strengthened.  

3.2.2. Trend of personalization in family relations 

Children’s financial conditions less depend on their parents nowadays. 

That leads to their demand of living separately from their parents. Besides, the 

equality between men and women is concerned; personal lives are respected 

and contradictions of a family tradition are avoided. However, due to the 

purpose of earning more money, family members tend to spend less time in 

their families. They seem to pay less attention to each other. That leads to the 

sporadic family relations.  

3.2.3. Trends of simplification and modernization in family rituals 

The customs and practices of marriages, funerals, holidays, worship ... 

within the family will be simpler, towards the values attached directly to the 

daily life. In the past, due to many rituals performed in a wedding, all members 

of a parentage and even neighbors will share all the procedures. But nowadays, 

service package of marriage will be entirely hired.   

3.3. Evaluation of changes and social consequences 

3.3. 1. Positive changes 

3.3.1.1. Positive changes in marriages: Positive changes in marriages: 

Nowadays, weddings of Muong ethnic people follow a new lifestyle. The 

issues of “buying daughter in-law” and “buying son in-law” are eliminated. 

The wedding rituals are simpler because backward customs of wedding 

challenges are removed. Muong ethnic people give envelopes containing 

money gifts to the newly wedded couples. Much or less money gifts depend 

on economic conditions and personal relations of Muong ethnic people.  
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3.3.1.2. Positive changes in funerals: Instead of wasting money and 

time for cumbersome rituals as before, a funeral now follows new lifestyle 

with simpler procedures which saves both money and time as well as avoids 

wasting material issues for the death’s family. 

3.3.2. Negative changes  

3.3.2.1. Negative changes in marriage: Muong ethnic people gradually 

lose cultural identity of their peoples. Costumes of brides and grooms follows 

modern trends and attendants of a wedding also wear modern clothes. In the 

past, people often shared happiness with the newly wedded couples at the end 

of the wedding by singing folk songs which are replaced nowadays with 

modern music. Muong ethnic people are also not keen on playing gongs with 

rhythms “thường rang, bọ mẹng” in weddings as before. 

3.3.2.2. Negative changes in funerals:  Many cultural and spiritual 

values are being forgotten. Previously, many people learn by heart Mo 

Muong which was deeply momorised among the community of Muong 

ethnic minority. Today, Mo Muong is being forgotten among its cradle. 

Currently, Mo folksongs in funerals have been shortened and its original 

meaning and values are gradually lost.  

Conclusion of chapter 3 

Currently, due to the impacts from many factors, relations of family 

members and parentage’s members have been changes. That does not 

completely change the lifestyle of a traditional family, but there would be 

some changes in concepts and roles of family members as well as family 

rituals.  

These changes reflect the adaptability of Muong ethnic people in the 

context of industrialization - modernization. Hoa Binh province has been 

influenced by the cultural, social and economic issues which, especially the 

issues of family and family culture, need be studied with in-depth content in a 

large scale. The changes of family culture in Hoa Binh province, especially 

fine traditional values of family culture need to be kept and promoted and 

new values also need to be enhanced.   
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Chapter 4 

FACORS LEADING TO THE FORMATION AND CHANGES OF 

TRADITIONAL FAMILY CULTURE OF MUONG ETHNIC 

PEOPLE IN HOA BINH AND THE MOST CONCERNED ISSUES 

NOWADAYS 

 

4.1. Factors leading to the formation of traditional family culture 

4.1.1. The development of urban economy 

Urbanization associated with industrialization and modernization has 

made the spiritual life of the Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh increasingly 

rich and diverse. That is a positive impact from the socio-economic 

development. Besides, negative impacts from the urban economic 

development on family culture lead to serious problems relating to family 

violence, divorce, separation, adultery, cohabitation... 

4.1.2. Cultural exchange 

Economic integration with the development of mass media has a 

significant impact on the cultural life of families of ethnic minorities in our 

country  including family culture of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh. In 

addition to traditional culture, people have chances to receive more cultural 

values of peoples in the country and the world, especially other ethnic 

minorites living together in Hoa Binh province. 

4.1.3. Roles of the State 

4.1.3.1. Renewal policies of the Vietnamese Communist Party 

Together with guidelines and policies of the Party and the State, the 

programs of extensive propaganda about new rural construction and new 

cultural lifestyles are given to all classes are key factors that lead to the 

changes in the life cycle rituals of Muong ethnic people. Guidelines and 

policies with great strength have actually come into the lives of people and 

created strong changes in the concepts of people in terms of many aspects 

of cultural life.  
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 4.1.3.2. Poverty reduction policies of the Government 

Currently, Muong ethnic people are benefiting from the programs and 

projects of poverty reduction by the Government. The investment of the 

State and local authorities for infrastructure development as well as 

investment policies for the development of mountainous areas has 

contributed to provide the socio-economic life of peoples in Hoa Binh in 

general and Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh in particular with much 

improvement.  

4.1.3.3. The movement "All people unite to build cultural life" 

The movement "All people unite to build cultural life" has a strong 

impact on traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people. Regulations in 

culture and sports have been set up. Whereby, residential areas follow new 

lifestyle in weddings, funerals, festivals... 

4.2. The most concerned issues 

The life of a modern society with the strong economic development 

has an impact on family life. That, to some certain extent, has broken moral 

background of traditional families of Muong ethnic people. Traditional 

cultural values of families of Muong ethnic people are endangered. Many 

families cope with social evils. The gap between the rich and the poor will 

impact families in the coming time. 

4.2.1. Families are coping with social evils    

Gambling, drug addiction and prostitution ... are infiltrated in all the 

residential areas of Muong ethnic people. These social evils cause the 

destruction of physical and spiritual lives, family breakdown and social 

insecurity.  

4.2.2. Changes of roles and functions of members in family culture 

Children lack the mother’s care, leading to the family’s instability. 

Because many parents focus on earning money, their children’s education 

depends on the school. 

Children suffer from their parents’ shortage of basic skills and 

knowledge relating to physiologic and psychological conditions, behavioral 
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culture….This situation leads to social evils, particularly drug addictions 

and prostitution, at the age of adolescence.  

4.2.3. Education in traditional family culture 

- Improving the youth’s awareness and pride on our nation including 

values of traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people. Current 

generations of Muong ethnic people should recognize and understand the 

love for their cultural heritage. Universalizing the system of cultural values 

of Muong families to all the residents in Hoa Binh. 

- Carrying out extral programs in schools to introduce some special 

cultural values of family culture of Muong ethnic people. Opening short-

term training courses on the preservation and promotion of cultural 

heritages of Muong ethnic people including traditional family culture and 

expanding training courses on a provincial scale. 

4.2.4. Inheriting and promoting the traditional cultural values 

Traditional values of family culture of Muong ethnic people need to be 

acquired and promoted as follows:   

- In weddings: Organizing traditional wedding ceremonies of Muong 

ethnic people in the spirit of innovation (removing cumbersome practices 

and regulations and supplementing some innovative new features in 

accordance with current trends) . 

- In funerals: Eliminating bad practices and complying with the regulations 

of new lifestyle in funerals. Performing funeral practices on the basis of cultural 

and human values. Signing Mo Muong folksongs to preserve the epic  “Giving 

birth to the Earth and the Water” of Muong ethnic people.  

4.2.5. Realtions of parentage and community in traditional family 

culture 

Traditional culture of Muong ethnic people are changing and the 

binding between communities and each individual becomes lax. 

Regulations of the villages now belong to the control of an 

administrative division. That is also the short-term management because 

people tend to live far home to join non-agricultural economic activities. 
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4.2.6. Behaviors with cultural values 

For the sustainable and pervasive promotion of values of traditional 

cultural heritage, we need to develop a plan to conduct survey research in 

the hope of evaluating the current status of cultural values. Thereby, an 

overall planning must be set up to preserve and promote cultural values in 

accordance with the local socio-economic development.  Simultaneously, 

involvement of communities and individuals for the preservation of 

traditional cultural values must be encouraged. Especially, Hoa Binh must 

pay more attention to the preservation and promotion of traditional cultural 

values associated with the sustainable development of cultural tourism that 

is done for the better preservation and promotion of the values of cultural 

heritage in the hope to meet the demand of socio-economic development in 

Hoa Binh. 

Conclusion of chapter 4 

Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh still maintain some typical traditional 

cultural values in terms of the solidarity and mutual assistance among families 

and neighbors via the communal meetings for the preparation of a wedding. 

The study on changes of cultural values of Muong ethnic people will contribute 

to identify both positive and negative aspects as well as factors leading to the 

changes of family culture. Thereby, the solutions to the preservation and 

promotion of traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people are also 

proposed. Family culture of Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh has experienced 

many changes in terms of behavioral culture, education and rituals of marriages 

and funerals…  
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CONCLUSION 

 

Hoa Binh is the cultural cradle of Muong ethnic people (Muong ethnic 

people make up 62% of the total population in Hoa Binh). It is also the 

gateway of the Northwest region. Hoa Binh is entering the global cultural 

integration with many ongoing complex issues on family. 

Traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people is considered to be 

typical in Vietnam today. Families of Muong ethnic people are the home to 

the preservation of traditional cultural values. Traditional family culture of 

Muong ethnic people in Hoa Binh is diverse and subject to the influence of 

the cultural exchange and acculturation with other peoples, especially the 

Kinh. However, traditional family culture of Muong ethnic people also 

retains distinct identities.   

From 1986 to now, changes of family culture of Muong ethnic people 

in Hoa Binh have taken place deeply in all four aspects: concepts on family, 

family behavior, family education and family rituals. Basically, the change 

is made in the direction of equality, personalization, simplification and 

modernization. However, the change also consists of both positive and 

negative sides. 

To preserve values of traditional family culture and promote the 

positive aspects of the change, the authorities and the cultural sector should 

implement synchronous measures in accordance with the actual conditions 

of Hoa Binh province. The goal is to build the progressive and equal family 

culture of Muong ethnic people. 
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